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POC Christian Academy

Thank you, Lord, for another school year completed.

As we finish this
school year, we
just want to thank
all of you for
continuing to
support and pray
for our school
ministry. This year
had many
challenges, but it
was also full of
victories, growth,
and reminders of
God’s faithfulness.

We recently held our Graduation and Awarding Ceremony at
the church, and it was a wonderful time for everyone. It was
very special seeing the students receive recognition for all
their hard work throughout the year. What touched us even
more was seeing the proud parents beside them on stage.
There were definitely some tears that night.

We were also very happy to have former student Daniella Mae
De Gracia come back and speak to the students. Hearing her
encourage them as someone who was sitting in those same
seats just a few years ago was very meaningful. Moments like
that remind us why this ministry matters so much.

One of the best parts of serving in the school is seeing
students grow over the years and knowing that somehow God
allowed us to be part of their journey. Watching them
succeed, gain confidence, and mature both academically and
spiritually is always a blessing.

At the same time, this season also came with some difficult
goodbyes. Nearly half of our faculty made the decision to
move into the public education system. Many of these
teachers have been with us for years, so it was an emotional
farewell for everyone. We shared a special night honoring and
thanking them for their service at POCCA, and there were
many tears of appreciation and love.

Some students and parents even organized a day out with the
teachers before they left. During that outing, a few students
brought guitars and started singing worship songs together at
the resort. It was one of those simple moments that reminds
us that what is being built here is more than just a school
community.
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We truly believe that we are not only teaching academics, but
also building meaningful relationships with students and
families and helping raise young people to become
responsible and God-fearing individuals.

Of course, alongside the emotional side of saying goodbye to
teachers, there is also the practical challenge that comes with
finding new teachers. Many of the teachers who left had spent
years growing into excellent educators, and their experience
makes their shoes hard to fill.

Since graduation, | have been working hard both online and in
person to recruit new teachers before the new school year
starts on June 8. By God’s grace, we have already filled all
open positions except one: High School Science Teacher. This
has been especially difficult because nearby colleges do not
offer that specialization, so applicants are very limited. This is
still a major prayer need for us right now.

Enroliment has already started, and as usual, our preschool
programs filled up first. Some parents have even been lining
up as early as 6am just to make sure they can get a slot for
their child. Over the years, our preschool program has built a
strong reputation for helping students develop advanced skills
in reading, writing, and numeracy. We are thankful that
through your partnership we are able to continue offering
these opportunities to families.

Last school year, together, we were able to serve 188
students. More importantly, we continue to have opportunities
to impact them spiritually and point them toward the Lord.

This coming school year will bring new challenges. Many of
our newly hired teachers are fresh graduates with very little
classroom experience, so we will need a lot of wisdom,
patience, and guidance as we help train them. But we are
thankful for the teachers who chose to stay, and we are
trusting God to continue providing what is needed.

Please continue praying for us, especially for wisdom as we
prepare for the new school year and for God’s provision of a
Science teacher before classes begin.

Thank you again for standing with us and supporting this
ministry. Your partnership truly makes a difference in the lives
of these students, families, and teachers. Together, we have
seen many great things take place and many lives changed.
Together, we will see many more.

May God bless you continually.

- Aaron
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POC Children’s Homes

We are incredibly grateful to everyone who responded to last
month’s newsletter about Crystal’s wheelchair. Your generous
offers of help, especially from Nurse Val at Triple B, who
connected us with RSL, have meant so much. Thanks to their
kindness, Crystal received a custom-made wheelchair tailored
S to her needs. We traveled

- . | abouttwo hours to Angeles
| City for her fitting, which was
a special experience for her
~ since she rarely gets to go
. out due to her sensitivity to
+ sunlight. It was a joyful day
|| for Crystal, and seeing her in
her new chair surrounded by
supportive children was a
beautiful moment. Although
she is still adjusting, we
believe this wheelchair will
greatly benefit her. Thank you,
RSL, for this incredible
blessing!

This summer, our social workers and houseparents organized
a volleyball league for the children and young people in our
community. The competition was free and open for everyone
to join. We had three divisions: Kiddie, Teen, and Adult—even
some of the staff joined in the games! The league lasted for

one week, and before each day began, we held morning
devotions together. We saw this as a wonderful opportunity for
the young people in the community to hear the Gospel and
learn more about Jesus. We are very thankful to Wendy for
generously providing the sports equipment that made this
activity possible. It truly was a great week!

We are also praising God because two girls from the
community have since started attending youth fellowship.
Nathanael now meets weekly with the young people to play
volleyball and hold Bible studies together. Praise God for the
doors He is opening!

The summer heat has been especially intense this year, and
many of the children are struggling with the high temperatures.
The electric fans are often not enough to keep them
comfortable, and many of the kids choose to sleep on the tile
floors at night just to stay cool. We are hoping to add more
fans for them, especially since the frequent power outages
have made conditions even more difficult.

During the daytime, setting up the paddling pool has helped
the children cool down and enjoy some relief from the heat.
Please continue praying for us. One of our biggest challenges
during the summer months is our water supply running dry.
Our water tank pump has needed several repairs already, and
our halfway houses are facing similar difficulties.

- Monique

MORE UPDATES

As we shared previously, Dondie has faced heart issues. We
thank God he’s responding well to medication and feeling
better. He hasn’t had an angiogram yet; after prayer, he
believes the Lord is healing his heart. He asked for testing, but
his cardiologist (also a believer) advised waiting a bit longer.

While caring for Dondie, | was becoming more and more
aware that | have my own health concerns. With a gifted fund
for a checkup, | began tests, and the results so far are
concerning. | would greatly value your prayers.

It's at times like these that | value the privilege we have in the
UK of the NHS. Healthcare here in the Philippines is very
expensive. Even a minor nosebleed procedure for Dondie,
advised due to his heart condition, cost nearly £1,000. So, you
can imagine that more serious needs are far more expensive.
Years ago | couldn’t get health insurance here in the
Philippines beyond the age of 60, but thank God things have
improved: Dondie now receives senior government benefits,
and with a reasonable yearly contribution I, as a foreigner, can
qualify too—sadly, it will not be valid until next month, but
praise God it will be of help from then.

Please pray for our health, our children, and our ministry team
as we navigate this season. We’re thankful the ministry has
not been hindered. Pastors Nathanael and Daniel and the
whole team have stepped up wonderfully—services and

activities continue across our churches, and are even growing.
New faces join us every week, and Dondie is back to
preaching.

Prison ministry continues, and we see God moving powerfully
among the inmates. | never cease to be amazed at the
response of the inmates as we minister. We were blessed to
have a student doctor from Integritas (a medical mission
specifically ministering to inmates) join one outreach.

Monique and Simeon’s “Campers” outreach is reaching many;
souls are being added, and has workers supporting them
every Friday in this Open Air outreach. They’re praying about
a dedicated venue if it's God’s will for them to establish a
church.

My son-in-law Simeon, gifted in personal evangelism, has
been invited by a Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship
Asian leader to start a Subic chapter. Forty attended the first
meeting, including supporters from Olongapo City. He’s
seeking the Lord about serving as President or in a supportive
role. So, he would value your prayers for the Lord’s guidance.
Thank you all so much for your faithful support and prayer as
we partner together in the work of the Lord.

Together Let’s Make a Difference.
Love in Christ,

Chrisdy. Dondie & your POCM Family
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