NEWSLETTER

POC Children’s Homes

A Month of Challenges, Blessings, and God’s Faithfulness.
This month has been a particularly difficult one, especially for
our Baby Unit. Through several unexpected challenges, our
staff have had to show great strength, patience, and
dedication in caring for the children. We are especially grateful
for their commitment and ask for your continued prayers.

Prayers for Crystal and Our Children.

As mentioned in our previous newsletter, Crystal continues to
require special care because of her health condition. She
currently needs to use a catheter, and our Baby Unit staff have
been faithfully caring for her and attending to her needs each
day. During this time,
we experienced several
accidents involving our
toddlers.

One of the children had
an accident at school
after jumping and
sliding, resulting in a
deep cut to the back of
his head. He was
immediately taken to
the hospital, where he

| received stitches.

A few weeks later,
another accident occurred while the children were playing.
One toddler was sitting on a toy truck when another child
pushed her, causing a serious cut that required minor surgery.
We are thankful that both children received the medical
attention they needed and are recovering.

Please Pray for Amalia

While dealing with the stress of these incidents in hospital,
Amalia, the head of our Baby Unit, suddenly experienced
difficulty speaking and numbness on one side of her face. We
immediately advised her to go to the emergency room, where
she was assessed and diagnosed with Bell’s Palsy, which
caused temporary paralysis on one side of her face.

Amalia will be undergoing medication and therapy, and we
would greatly appreciate your prayers for her healing,
strength, and full recovery.

Please also continue to pray for our children, especially
Crystal, and for the staff who care for them every day.

A

A Special Day with the Philippine Navy

Amidst the challenges, God also gave our children a very
special and unforgettable experience this month. They were
given the opportunity to go aboard a Philippine Navy vessel
and enjoy a tour of the ship.
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We were so blessed
and surprised when
the Navy personnel
went above and
beyond by preparing
food and games
especially for the
children. The kids had
such a wonderful time
and came home with
smiles and memories
they will never forget.
We are incredibly grateful for this opportunity and for everyone
who helped make the day so special for our children.

A Labour of Love at the Girls’ Unit

Our girls’ unit also took on a special project this month. Our
staff generously
pitched in together to
purchase paint and
spent their time
repainting the doors
and cabinets in the
unit.

We want to say a huge
thank you to our staff
for their generosity,
hard work, and
willingness to go the
extra mile to make the children’s environment more beautiful
and welcoming.

Their dedication is such a blessing to POCCH, and we are
grateful for the amazing work they do each day.

Heavy Rains

The recent heavy rains and typhoons have also been
particularly difficult for many of our staff. Some of their homes
have experienced flooding and roof damage, adding even
more challenges during an already difficult month.

We would deeply appreciate your prayers for their safety,
protection, provision, and recovery as they deal with the
damage caused by the heavy rains.

This month has reminded us once again that caring for
children is not without challenges. We would value your
prayers too for our financial needs as that too has been an
additional obstacle. But even in difficult moments, we
continue to see God'’s faithfulness, provision, and grace.
Thank you to everyone who continues to pray and support
POCCH. God bless you!

- Monique
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POC Prison Ministry

| praise God for His faithfulness in our prison ministry. As we
go into the jails we see that the inmates are becoming more
eager to hear the word of God. Of all our ministries however,
prison ministry is one that we have little knowledge of any
lasting fruit. We share the word of God into the lives of the
hearers for as long as He entrusts them to us, but once they
leave the jails, we seldom hear from them or learn of their
spiritual growth. We are so often simply the ones who sow
and then others water and then Lord Himself brings the
harvest of which we are unaware. Of course we have been
sowing for many years, so it is really wonderful when we do
get to hear from those who came to Christ through our
ministry behind bars.

A few weeks ago, when we went into the jail in Angeles, an

inmate approached me saying, “Sis Chrissy it’s you!!ll | used

to attend your services in PPJ

=~ (Pampanga Provincial Jail) in
the 1990’s.”

John had been involved in the
leadership team in the jail back
then. He had been

| incarcerated from the age of 22.
He was eventually sentenced

and moved to the prison in Manila and then another penal
colony. He only finished serving his sentence (for car theft
racketeering) in May 2026, but was immediately arrested for a
pending case from the 1990’s. Now 55, he found himself in
ADJ (Angeles District Jail) and met us there. He was shocked
to see that after 30+ years, POC still has a weekly ministry in
the jail. We were pleased to hear that he had continued in his
faith and that the Lord had sustained him all these years.

He told us that he was appealing his case and expected to be
released soon. A few days later | received a call. John had
been released and he wanted to join our outreach ministry in
Iba. He gave his testimony, which was a tremendous
encouragement to the inmates there. Many of them fear
being sentenced and moving to the penal colonies, but
hearing of how God sustained John for all these years was a
massive relief for them. After the service the inmates
crowded around him to ask questions and to hear more of his
testimony!!

Constant Monsoon rains and an onslaught of typhoons one
after another, have prevented us from travelling to Iba for the
last 3 weeks. But John is always in touch and wants to
continue visiting the jails whenever he is able. He gives the
Lord all the glory.

- Chrissy

MORE UPDATES

POC CHRISTIAN ACADEMY:

This rainy season is proving to be quite rough. Since our last
newsletter, the rain has become a real challenge for both our
facilities and the day-to-day operations of the school. We
have already had many cancelled classes because of
typhoons and heavy downpours.

Of course, we prioritise the safety of our students and staff
and always follow the declarations of our local government.
However three straight weeks without face-to-face classes
has been difficult, especially for our teachers who know that
our students are missing vital lessons they need.

Unlike many schools, we do not have expensive learning
platforms to fall back on, and online classes are also difficult
because not all of our students have reliable internet access.
So we are doing what we can with what we have—sending
activities through Messenger so that whenever our students
are able to open the app, they can still receive their lessons
and activities.

The cancellations are completely understandable. Our area
has been taking quite a beating from these persistent
monsoons. In some ways, monsoons can be even more
challenging than typhoons because they linger for many days.
Still, we are sincerely thankful to the Lord that, so far, we have
not received reports of any of our children or families being
severely affected by the torrential rains. We continue to pray
that the weather will finally ease soon.

We have also made some much-needed repairs—or perhaps
remedies is the better word—to the school roof, and
thankfully, they are holding up well for now. It is a reminder
that, like many things here at POC, we continue to make the
most of what we have and trust the Lord to provide what we
cannot provide on our own.

We are praying that, when the weather permits, we will still be
able to continue our activities for the students. Our recent
Nutrition Month celebration was a wonderful success, and it
was encouraging to see our children enjoying themselves
despite the challenges we have been facing. (More pictures
and information are available on our Facebook page, POC
Christian Academy, Inc.)

In seasons like this, we are reminded that keeping a school
going is not always about having everything we need.
Sometimes, it is simply about continuing to do what we can,
with what God has given us, and trusting Him for the rest.

Nathanael and | value your prayers for our visit to the U.S. in
October, that the Lord will meet all our needs and help us
increase awareness about the work and ministry of POCM.

Thank you for your continued support through your prayers,
encouragement, and generosity. Your partnership enables us to
continue serving the Filipino people and most especially the
children. It is our privilege to join with you in serving the Lord.

Together Let’s Make a Difference.
Love in Christ,

Clirisay. Dondie & your POCH Farmily
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